
 
 
Thursday, February 14, 2019 

    

 

                    To:     Prince of Peace Congregation  

                    From: Amy Boynton, Nominating Committee Chair 

                    Re:   Slate for POP Church Council  

        

 

Blessings to you in 2019!  

Attached you will find the list of our selected candidates for Church Council. We are very pleased that many have 

chosen to continue in their council positions and very pleased with our new Council Nominees as well. We are 

quite blessed to have so many talented members of our congregation step forward to volunteer their time and to 

serve and guide Prince of Peace.   

Our Annual Congregational meeting will take place Sunday, March 17 following the 11 AM service. At this time 

we will vote on this Church Council slate and approve next year’s budget. We have a constitutional provision that 

allows members of the congregation to move for a substitution to any position on the slate of candidates.  To do 

this, members would need to submit their recommended substitution to me by February 24, 2019. 

If you have any questions prior to this vote, please see me or Pastor Jonathan. We hope you will attend this 

important meeting.  

May you and your family be filled with peace and joy this year. 

 

Together in Christ, 

Amy Boynton 

 

Nominating Committee Chair  
        
 
 



 

 

Prince of Peace Church Council 

Slate of Candidates for 2019/2020 

 

 

President:  DEBBIE HEIDRICH  (Year 1 of Presidency) 
Debbie has been a member of POP since 2009. She was widowed in 2010. Her son, Bill, is married and 

lives in Brooklyn, NY; her daughter, Emily, will be getting married in Lansing, MI in August. Debbie’s 

career has focused on hospice and palliative nursing; she now teaches continuing education courses for 

nurses. At POP, she serves on Community & Global Ministries Team, leads a women's grace group, plays 

handbells, and coordinates POP Corks. In the community, she serves on the board of Companions on a 

Journey, a grief support organization; tutors at VEIL's homework fellowship program; and sorts clothing 

donations at Reach Out Lakota in West Chester. 

 

Vice President: NEIL FRANK (2nd year) 
Neil and his wife Marlene Schmidt have been members of POP for over 20 years and have recently returned 

from living in New Zealand for a year. They have 2 children, Sarah (in Boston) and Alex (in Ogden, Utah).  

Neil is a retired Spanish teacher, having taught 32 years mostly in the Cincinnati area, and is currently 

employed as Event Security for the Cincinnati Reds. He has served on the POP Council a number of times 

and has chaired the Christian Education Committee and the Care Team. Neil has also been involved with 

Adult Education and in leading various Lenten groups and has contributed in worship as a lector and 

communion assistant.   

 

Secretary & Treasurer: TOM RITTER (2nd year)  
Dr. Tom Ritter and his wife, Karen, joined Prince of Peace several years ago after transferring from a local 

LCMS congregation. Tom is an Optometrist and has been in private practice for 43 years.  He is blessed to 

practice with his son Matt, his brother-in-law, Mark Hagee, and his nephew, Danny Hagee, all who attend 

Prince of Peace. On most Sundays you can find Tom and Karen in the back left hand corner of the church at 

the 8:45 am service surrounded by their three children: Matt, Katie Brenkert, and Kristen Fields, along with 

their spouses, Sara, Ted, and Joe.  It can get a little crazy back there with all nine of their grandchildren in 

attendance as well!!  

 

Property:  JERRY DRAEGER (2nd year) 
Jerry along with his wife and children joined Prince of Peace in 1991. Jerry retired in 2015 from a 43 year 

career in engineering and construction as a project team leader. He has worked on the church's exterior 

maintenance teams since 1992. After retiring, Jerry has worked on our total facility maintenance and took 

over as Property Team Leader in the fall of 2017. Jerry led the first study group on expanding our facility 

use in the mid 1990's which led to the formation of MOPS and our preschool. He is currently active on the 

Helping Hands team and is the Prince of Peace coordinator for Habitat for Humanity. 

 

 

Kids:  SARA HARRIS (5th year) 
Sara Harris is employed by Little Miami Schools and currently teaches Special Education Preschool. She is 

married to Mike and they have two children, Lauren, a freshman at Capital University, and Carson, a 9th 

grader at Little Miami Junior High. Sara has led the POP Kids Team as Christian Education Council Chair 

for the past four years. Sara has served in Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, Children's Worship and at 

Camp Mowana. Sara and her family have been members of Prince of Peace since 2007. 
 

 
 

Care:  DENNIS LONG (1st year) 
Dennis and his wife (Joan) regularly attend Saturday night worship.  Dennis is a professor of social work at 

Xavier University and serves as the Associate Dean of the College of Professional Sciences at XU.  His 

responsibilities include student issues, curriculum development, and assessment.  In former Lutheran 

congregations, he has served a number of roles and offices.  His personal and professional interests center 

on social outreach and care.   



 

 

Welcome:   LAURA MOORE (3rd year) 

Laura first came to Prince of Peace as Parish Secretary in 1995.  She became a member in 1999 with her 

husband, Terry, and their children, Sarah and Sean.  Laura is a paraprofessional at Fairview Clifton German 

Language School.  She belongs to the Educators Grace Group and serves as an assisting minister and lector.  

 

Community & Global Ministry: JULIE SKARE (4th year) 
Julie Skare and her husband Kevin have been members of POP since 1993. Both are P&G retirees, and Julie 

now works as an independent consultant in safety assessment of consumer products.  Their son, Karl, lives 

in San Francisco and works for a solar energy company.  Since retiring from P&G, Julie has also completed 

the course requirements for a Certificate in Religious Studies from the University of Cincinnati.  Over her 

years at POP she has served in worship as a communion assistant, lector, usher and in the Bells of Grace 

hand bell group.  She has served as a Sunday school teacher and with the Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) 

program. She has served out in the community with Interfaith Hospitality Network. She is also active with 

POP Corks. 

 

Youth:  TANIA CRONIN (4th year) 
Tania and her husband, Marty, joined Prince of Peace in 2011 after returning to the Cincinnati area. They 

have two children – Eleanor is a senior at Loveland High School and Matt is a 10th grader at Loveland 

Middle School. Tania has been a social worker with the Dept. of Veterans Affairs for 24 years. Since 

joining POP, she has served as a communion assistant, usher, greeter, Sunday school assistant for 7/8th 

grade, chaperone for lock-ins/retreats, and as a guide for the Youth Gathering in Detroit.  She also served on 

the 2020 Vision Taskforce. 

 

Events:   JUDI ALEMAGNO (4th year) 
Judi Alemagno is currently serving as the Events team leader on Council.  Judi and her husband, Jim, have 

four adult children living in various parts of the USA. They have 6 grandchildren that they love to spend 

time with. When Judi is not enjoying her grandchildren she teaches at POP Kids school. 

 

Worship:  DUANE (DEWEY) KUHN (2nd year) 
Duane “Dewey” Kuhn and his wife, Julie, have been members of Prince of Peace three different times 

having joined in 1979, leaving in 1988 and returning in 1990, leaving in 1997 and returning in July of 2015. 

Dewey has previously served as organist and choir director at POP. He has been active in the music 

business having served as Vice-President of Baldwin Piano and Organ Co., Executive Vice President of The 

Wurlitzer Co. and President of Church Organ Systems and Rodgers Instruments LLC. Currently he is with 

The Verdin Co. of Cincinnati as Manager of their new organ division and Product Manager for Schulmerich 

carillon division. Julie and Dewey’s son is Tim Kuhn, another active POP member. 

 

 

Media:  ASHLEY HARRIMAN (2nd year) 
Ashley and her husband Mark Harriman have been members of Prince of Peace since 2017 and have a son, 

Carter, and daughter, Sloan. They joined after moving from Indianapolis back to Cincinnati. Ashley grew up 

attending Prince of Peace and is excited to be involved in a new capacity.  She attended and worked for 

Wittenberg University before getting an M.S. in strategic communication from the University of Denver.  

She now works as the director of marketing for WCPO, the local ABC affiliate.   

 

 

Recording Secretary (Not elected):   LISA KELLAR (2nd year) 
Lisa joined Prince of Peace in 2005 and has participated in various ministries over the years, currently 

serving as an assisting minister and communion assistant, and supporting the Haitian Timoun Foundation as 

a child sponsor. Lisa is a project professional at Anthem, Inc. In her time outside of work and church, she 

enjoys traveling, riding her horse, and serving as a volunteer for a therapeutic riding program. 


